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WOLDINGHAM PARISH BOUNDARY PATH IS OPEN!  SEE PAGE 5 
 

 

TIM’S BITS

So it’s goodbye from me! After nearly 12 
years as District Commissioner for 
Caterham District I stand down on 31 July, 
so this will be my last 'Tims Bits’. A title by 
the way first coined by my predecessor 
John Andrews, when I wrote in the 
newsletter in my capacity as DDC.  
 
Over the past 12 years the role of District 
Commissioner has become so much a part 
of my life that it is hard to remember a time 
when I wasn’t in the post, and it’s hard to 
imagine life without it. I know it will leave a 
big hole, but I also know that I will fill it with 
other things. I will, of course, continue in 
Scouting locally and am certain I will be as 
busy as ever! 
 
12 years is such a long time that's it's hard 
to remember much of what I have done. 

There have been challenges, sad losses of 
friends and colleagues, and of course 
many great moments, camps, overseas 
trips, presentations and opportunities. It's 
strange to think that more than 70% of our 
youth membership weren't even born when 
I started this role! 
 
I'd like to take this last opportunity to thank 
everyone that has helped and supported 
me in this role, as well as all our amazing 
volunteers who have and continue to 
deliver first-class Scouting within 
Caterham District, despite some significant 
challenges in recent years. My District 
Executive for sticking with me, and of 
course my District team. A successful 
District is not about one person, but about 
the team and the efforts of all our 
volunteers at whatever level and in 



whatever role. Caterham District has a 
reputation as a friendly supportive place for 
Scouting and that is down to everyone. I 
am sure this will continue to be the case. 
 
Over the years I have presented more 
awards to young people that I can possibly 
count or recall. Literally hundreds of Chief 
Scout’s Bronze and Silver Awards, a good 
number of Chief Scout’s Gold Awards and 
even Platinum and Diamond Awards, not 
to mention a few Queen’s Scout Awards. 
This has been a real pleasure and 
privilege, especially when presenting a 
Diamond Award to someone I presented 

with their Chief Scout’s Bronze Award 
some years earlier. Thank you to all our 
amazing young people for being part of my 
adventure. 
 
I wish Penny every success as she takes 
on what is probably the most challenging 
and at the same time the most rewarding 
role in Scouting. I am sure you will all 
support her in the way I have been 
supported, and I look forward to seeing 
Caterham District grow and strengthen 
under her leadership. 
 

Tim Evans, District Commissioner 

NEW FOREST CAMP 
 

 
 
This was our first New Forest camp in just 
over two years, and it was attended by 11 
leaders and 28 Scouts from 3rd Caterham, 
4th Caterham, 1st Whyteleafe, 1st 
Warlingham and 6th Reigate. The Scouts 
had to design their own menus for the four 
days, which included breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. Hugh designed a trangia cookbook, 
which was amazing for them to pick out 
their meals. They had to prepare all their 
meals, which they cooked on trangias and 
made sure they cleaned and tidied up. We 
had a plan in place for each day but 
decided to take it one day at a time 
depending on the weather. This turned out 
not to be a problem as the weather was 
amazing. 

 
Friday – We planned a compass exercise 
with the Scouts. We had to cross over 
many bogs and streams by climbing over 
fallen trees and man-made dams. It was a 
great adventure and for some a wet feet 
one too.  
 
Saturday – We headed out to the 
Arboretum where two Scouts from Reigate 
were invested. We then headed off to the 
reptile centre where we checked out the 
snakes, slow worms, frogs, toads and 
many more.  
 



Sunday – Happy Easter to everyone! 
Thank you to John and Diane who gave us 
all creme eggs, which didn’t last very long! 
A ten-mile hike was planned for the Scouts, 
starting at the campsite and finishing back 
there via two trigger points. 

With great weather and great company we 
all had an amazing time. 
 

Jeanette Warren, 1st Whyteleafe DGSL 

DISTRICT BUSHCRAFT SKILLS WEEKEND

 
A fantastic weekend at Roverdene was 
had by 42 Scouts from Troops all over the 
District between 10-12 June. Blessed by 
good weather, we enjoyed a great 
programme of activities including: 
 

 Understanding the correct handling 
and maintenance of sheath knives, 
axes and saws  

 Whittling and building camp gadgets  
 Learning useful knots for building a 

bivouac  
 Building and sleeping overnight in a 

bivouac  
 Building and lighting a fire without 

matches  
 Cooking over an open fire without 

utensils  
 

 
 Bread making 
 Setting and following a trail  
 Distress signals and survival 

planning  
 
We even managed a campfire on the 
Saturday evening, after which most Scouts 
camped out overnight in the bivouacs they 
had built earlier in the day. As well as 
learning loads of new skills, the Scouts who 
attended were able to earn their Survival 
Skills badge, and everyone got a fire stick 
as a memento. 
 
Many thanks to all the leaders and the 
Explorers who helped run the camp and 
made it so successful. Roll on 2023! 
 

Hugh Franklin, 1st Warlingham SL  



GROUP REPORTS

1st Whyteleafe 
 

 
 
We arranged for a railway safety visit from 
Andrew Bolton. We met Andrew and his 
team at Whyteleafe train station and 
planned to board the train to Caterham. 
While at the train station the Beavers were 
given their special train tickets, along with 
an i-SPY booklet, which they completed at 
the station and on the train. Once we 
arrived at Caterham they were given a 
further booklet to complete. They went and 
asked the ticket staff many questions about 
how many trains come to Caterham daily 
and how many passengers.  
 

 
 
On our return journey we all travelled in first 
class and the information board had a 
message welcoming the Beavers on the 

train. Andrew also made an announcement 
on the train telling everyone that 1st 
Whyteleafe Beavers were onboard. Once 
back at Whyteleafe, Andrew gave the 
Beavers a badge for their blankets and 
then the Beavers gave a big thank you to 
Andrew and his team for a fantastic 
evening. 
 

Jeanette Warren, BL and DGSL 
 

 
 
3rd Caterham 
 

 
 
On Tuesday 7 June the Outdoor Learning 
Department at Caterham School 
welcomed the 3rd Caterham Scout Group 
for an evening of tree top adventures. The 
Scouts overcame their fears to bravely 
take on the high ropes course, which for 
many was a real challenge. Well done to all 
of those involved and we look forward to 
future visits. 
 

Graeme Roberts, ASL 
 



1st Woldingham 
 

1st Woldingham Scout Group’s members 
have much to celebrate and feel proud of 
this month! As part of their Sports badge 
work, the Beavers were lucky enough to 
have a coaching session with Patrick and 
James from Woldingham Tennis Club and 
also took part in our Swimathon fundraiser! 
Indeed, 20 of our Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts put in an absolutely brilliant 
performance at the beginning of May at de 
Stafford Sports Centre, swimming 161 
lengths (4,025m!) collectively and raising a 
staggering £860! Congratulations and 
thanks to all of our brilliant swimmers and 
also a huge thank you to those who 
sponsored their massive effort. The 
sponsorship money will be donated to the 
Caterham, Oxted and Godstone Lions 
Club and also to Learning Space to support 
them in continuing their amazing work. 
 

 
 
In mid-May our Cubs joined 89 other Cub 
Scouts from seven Districts at Blackland 
Farm Activity Centre for the ‘medieval’ 
themed District Cub Camp. They had the 
opportunity to take part in some fantastic 
activities, many of which they had never 
tried before; climbing, archery, shooting, 
crawling through a network of underground 
tunnels, navigating a low ropes course and 
summoning their strength for the stretch 
and peg challenge! Everyone approached 
these new experiences with enthusiasm 
and positive attitudes, which was 

especially impressive considering the 
downpours that drenched them on the 
second day! 
 

 
 
This month our Scout Group’s members 
were finally able to enjoy the fruits of their 
labour when they finished establishing the 
Jubilee Boundary Path. Many hours have 
been invested into this project by our young 
people and their parents, clearing 
overgrown footpaths, digging in new way 
marker posts and even building frames for 
the map-boards. Thank you to everyone for 
your hard work! It has been a huge team 
effort and we are so proud of this 
achievement!  
 
We were very pleased to be able to have 
Cllr Deborah Sherry (Chair of the WPC), 
Cllr Carole North (our Ward Councillor with 
TDC) and Penny Stock (the soon-to-be 
Caterham District Commissioner) officially 
open the Woldingham Parish Boundary 
Path on a gloriously sunny 3rd June. With 
around 70 members of the community 
joining 1st Woldingham Scouts to witness 
the ribbon cutting, and many venturing on 
to explore the path afterwards, it felt like the 



seven months of work (by everyone in 1st 
Woldingham Scouts) was worthwhile.  
 
The 16 km path, which connects together 
existing footpaths and bridleways, will 
hopefully provide for all generations now 
and in the future a chance to explore our 
wonderful parish of Woldingham. Through 

the great work of Sue Edwards there is a 
fantastically detailed map of the parish with 
the route marked on it. A downloadable 
PDF of the map can be found at: 
www.woldingham.com/ourvillage. 
 

Clare Powdrill

 
 
 

 
 



4th Caterham 
 

 
4th Caterham Beavers took advantage of 
the sunny weather and undertook some 
badge activities, starting off with some 
obstacle courses and a tug of war towards 
their Sports badge at White Knobs Park, 
and a week later honing their cycling skills 
for their Cyclist badge at Kenley 
Aerodrome.  
 
 
Our Group held a Fun Day alongside our 
AGM, at which Tim presented Zachary with 
his much deserved Chief Scout's Bronze 
Award. Well done Zachary!  
 

Julie Axford, BL 

 
 

 
 



 

DISTRICT DIARY 2022 
 
If there are any events you would like more details of, please speak to Tim Evans or for Young 
leader training – Pam Marshall-Jones 
 
July 
1st-3rd Surrey County Scouts 

‘Scoutabout’ 
 

September 
11th Young leader modules I & J What 

did they Say? & Communicate it 
(1.00-4.45pm) 

17th Young Leaders First Aid 
Masterclass (9.00am-3.15pm) 

 First Response Course (Modules 
10A and 10B) 

23rd-25th District Cubs Canal weekend  
 

October 
7th-9th District Scouts Canal weekend 
21st-23rd District Explorers Canal weekend 
30th Young leader modules G & H 

What is a Quality Programme? & 
Programme Planning (1.00-
5.00pm) 

 

November 
6th Young leader modules A & B 

Prepare for Take–off (Essentials 
and Expectations) & Taking the 
Lead (1.00-5.00pm) 

12th Young Leaders First Aid 
Masterclass (9.00am-3.15pm) 
First Response Course (Modules 
10A and 10B) 

 
December 
4th Young leader modules C & E 

That’s the Way to Do It & Game 
On (1.00-4.45pm) 

 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 2022 EDITION DEADLINE 
 

Now that summer is upon us, the newsletter is having its annual break. We will return again 
in September, so please submit your articles for the September edition to Susan Dobson at 
Editor@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk by Wednesday 24 August. Photographs are welcomed, 
although I cannot guarantee to include everything. 
  
 
 
District Commissioner District Secretary 
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