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TIM’S BITS
Congratulations to Charlene Palmer of 1st
Warlingham who has been awarded a
Chief Scout’s Commendation for Good
Service. Very well done and well deserved.
So, after a brief period of face-to-face
Scouting we find ourselves back to remote
Scouting. It was a pleasure to get to visit a
few Groups and I was impressed at how
seamlessly we slipped back to the now
familiar Zoom format, or other forms of
remote Scouting. It is likely that the coming
months will continue to be a blend of faceto-face and remote Scouting, and
everyone's commitment and hard work in
these trying times has helped to minimise
the long-term impact on our membership

numbers while making a significant
contribution to the well-being of our youth
members.
The start of December is usually marked by
the Beaver and Cub Christingle service,
which is one of my favourite events of the
year. I am very sad that this year we cannot
hold this, although I know many Groups are
planning small services of their own. These
are by no means certain, as we wait to hear
how we will meet after 2 December.
The Christingle service of 2010 was my
first official event as District Commissioner,
although I had been acting in that role since
1 September 2010. 1 December 2020 will

mark ten years in the role, and what a ten
years it has been! I'd like to thank everyone
now and over the past ten years for their
support, patience and encouragement, it

has helped make what can at times be a
challenging role well worth the effort.
Tim Evans, District Commissioner

COUNCILLOR JOHN ORRICK
Below is a report from Tandridge District
Council about John Orrick who died
recently. He was a supporter of Scouting in
Caterham.

Councillor Orrick was a dedicated and wellrespected councillor who will be greatly
missed by councillors, officers and
residents. Our thoughts are with his family
at this difficult time.

Gwen Hoare, District Secretary
We are very sad to announce the death of
Councillor John Orrick, who represented
the Queens Park Ward.
John was a well-known councillor who had
represented Queens Park Ward since
2018, as well as twice before (1997-2000)
and (2004-2008). He was first elected to
the District Council in 1997. He served on
various council committees and made
valuable contributions to many local
organisations including the Caterham
Community Association, East Surrey Diala-Ride and the Westway Centre (formerly
the Douglas Brunton Centre).
In addition, John was a Caterham Hill
Parish Councillor and a County Councillor
for Surrey County Council from 2009 to
2017.

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas
and a Peaceful New Year
from the District and Newsletter teams.
.

2021 SUBSCRIPTIONS
To assist with your budget plans, I would like to advise you that the rates of subscription for
2021 are as follows:
Headquarters

£36.50

An increase of £7.50; of which £1.50 is to support Groups
with financial difficulties.

County

£7.25

A decrease of £2.00. County has decided to help offset the
Headquarters’ increase by providing a £2.00 subsidy in the
spirit of solidarity with Groups.

District

£0.00

No District capitation charge this year, also to support
Groups.

The total sum payable on youth members only (under 18 years old) is £43.75 per head and
cheques are due to the District Treasurer by or on 1 April 2021 from all Groups with numbers
based on the Census return. Cheques may be dated 1 April as I will be banking cheques on
Thursday 1 April. If you wish to pay by BACS to the District’s account, please ensure that it
is in the account after 1 April and by the 6 April 2021 (bearing in mind Easter) and advise me
accordingly. I will be writing directly to Group Treasurers after the Census to let them know
the exact amount that I am expecting.
Explorer Scouts will pay the amount to the District directly from their District account.
A rebate of 50p per capita will be made and paid for Headquarters subscriptions that have
been paid on time throughout the County.
Cheques should be made payable to: ‘Caterham District Scout Council’.
I will review the budget for 2022 next Autumn in light of circumstances at the time.
The District is no longer paying for the Motion Picture Licence and the Additional Personal
Insurance due to greatly increased costs.
If anyone has any queries, please contact me.
Peter Hoare, District Treasurer
Peter and I would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.
After the trials and tribulations of 2020 we are hoping that 2021 proves to be a better year for
all of Scouting and those involved with the movement.
Stay healthy and safe.
Gwen and Peter Hoare, District Secretary and Treasurer

GROUP REPORTS
3rd Caterham

4th Caterham

Beavers

On our last night before the second
lockdown we learnt about Guy Fawkes and
did a bonfire picture. We also learnt about
remembrance and painted stones with
poppies. At the end of the evening we held
a two-minute silence to remember all those
who had been in the wars.
On Sunday 8 November I laid a wreath in
St. John’s Church on behalf of the Group.
John Swanson, SL

4th Caterham Beavers met for a couple of
sessions in our hall between lockdowns. It
was a welcome change from the online
Zoom meetings and a brief return to
normality.
The Beavers were really good at
understanding and obeying the 2-metre
social distancing rule and were content to
sit in their allotted space completing
quizzes, challenges and games of ‘Simon
Says’.
Hopefully before too long we will be able to
meet in the hall again. Certainly the chant
they sing at our closing ceremony isn't
quite the same (by a few hundred decibels)
on Zoom as it is when they sing it
collectively at the hall!
Julie Axford, BL

1st Caterham

With a return to face-to-face Scouting, we
were lucky enough to be able to arrange
events for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts at
Roverdene campsite. The emphasis was
on being with our friends again and
enjoying the outside! Activities included
bug house construction, fire building, a
Scouts survival skills session and of course
enjoying our camp food lunch. Tasks were
fun and everyone was pleased to be doing
normal activities together. Thanks to Tim
Evans who came up to present our latest
Chief Scout’s Bronze Award to Vincent B –
socially distanced on the end of a stick!

Since
new lockdown requirements
curtailed our usual Remembrance Service,
we organised our own online Zoom
Remembrance event for the Group. We
listened to a beautiful memorial song and
witnessed the two-minute silence with an
excerpt from the forces service from the
Royal Albert Hall, before singing along to
Abide with Me. More than twenty young
people took part online, with many virtually
laying their home-made poppies. Thanks
especially to Hector, Oliver, Dylan and
Orean who helped with poetry readings. It
was a moving service and we were really
pleased that we had been able to join
together for this important event.
Rachel Starling, BL

NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2021 EDITION DEADLINE
Please submit your articles for the January edition to Susan Dobson at Editor@CaterhamScouts.org.uk by Wednesday 23 December. Photographs are welcomed, although we cannot
guarantee to include everything.
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