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DISTRICT SLEEP-IN 
 

 
 

TIM’S BITS
 
Well, what an unusual month of Scouting 
April has been. But, despite everything, 
Scouting is continuing in Caterham District. 
It’s not what we are used to, but what 
matters is that we are doing what we can 
to maintain Scouting for our members. 
 
I know some Groups are still working on 
how they can deliver a programme, some 
are using a system of weekly tasks to do at 
home and an increasing number are 
embracing more interactive mediums such 
as Zoom or Teams. Whatever method is 
used, what matters is that something is 
being provided. I am hoping those Groups 
and sections that have not yet started to 
provide remote Scouting will do so very 
soon. 

For my part, I have attended a number of 
online sessions as well as running a weekly 
Beaver Colony online. I dropped in on 2nd 
Hamsey Green for their joint Beaver and 
Cub meeting where I had the pleasure of 
renewing promises with everyone and 
presenting a virtual Chief Scout’s Bronze 
Award. 
 
I have been encouraged by the number of 
members of all ages that joined in with the 
national Scouts ‘Hike to the moon’ 
challenge, some donating after submitting 
their miles while others raised money by 
sponsorship. Well done to all those that 
took part. For those that have not yet joined 
Scouts nationwide to raise money for 
COVID-19 relief, please go to 



https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers/scou
ts-at-home/scouts-helping-others/hike-to-
the-moon/ and follow the link, go for a walk, 
submit your miles and make a donation if 
you can. 
 
As so many camps and sleepovers have 
been cancelled, many due for the Easter 
holidays, I initiated the District sleep-in for 
25–28 April. Our members, young and old, 
were encouraged to camp for one night  
either in their gardens or in their homes, in 
tents or dens they made. From photos I 
have received and online Groups I have 
seen, there has been a great take up for 
this virtual camp. I know one Group took 
the decision to have their sleep-in over a 

subsequent weekend in lieu of their Group 
camp and I look forward to hearing all 
about that in the next newsletter. 
 
I would like to thank everyone in the District 
who is actively engaged in delivering 
Scouting while we are in these unusual 
times. I know it’s hard and also totally new 
but it is well worth doing and the feedback 
I have had from parents and young people 
has been positive. To those not yet 
engaged, I encourage you to give it a try, 
after all life is about challenging boundaries 
and fears and now is the perfect 
opportunity to do just that! Meanwhile, I 
hope everyone stays safe and well. 

Tim Evans, District Commissioner 
 

ST GEORGE’S DAY – ONE TO REMEMBER!
  

 
With Sunday’s beautiful blue skies and 
warm weather it was the perfect day for our 
St George’s Day parade through the valley. 
Well, it would have been if we were able to 
have the parade. 
 
With the parade cancelled this year, we 
looked for another way to come together as 
a District. First, of course, a good number 
of our members of all ages donned their 
uniforms, or in some cases their scarves, 

on 23 April and joined the nation and fellow 
Scouts across the country in thanking NHS 
staff and key workers for their continued 
efforts in the difficult times we find 
ourselves in. 
 
In place of the normal parade and service 
on Sunday 26 April, there was a District-
wide Zoom promise renewal. We started 
with a chat, followed by the St George’s 
Day video produced by county. I then led 
promise renewals for the Beavers and 
Cubs, and then the Scouts, Explorer 
Scouts and adults. I was joined on video by 
Cubs, Holly and Matthew from 5th 
Caterham and Scout, Rosie from 4th 
Caterham to read their respective laws. 
 
We had 164 individual logins for the 
session, and from images and looking 
through during the session it appears we 
had an estimated 250–280 attendees in 
uniform. This certainly made the event 
worthwhile. I know several leaders unable 
to get online made their promises 
separately too. Thank you to all those that 
joined me. 
 

Tim Evans, District Commissioner. 



MOTION PICTURE LICENCE
  

As the cost of the licence has increased and the use of it appears quite low, Tim and I have 
decided NOT to renew the licence. We hope that this will not cause too many problems. 

 
Peter Hoare, District Treasurer  

 
 

ROVERDENE
  

 
A couple of photos of a very quiet Roverdene! The photo of the Eldridge building shows the 
new backing fence. 

Gwen Hoare, Roverdene bookings 

 
District Annual General Meeting 

29 June 2020 – Soper Hall, Harestone Valley Road, Caterham 
7.45pm for 8.00pm 

Refreshments will be served after the formal part of the evening 

Everyone welcome! 
(Subject to confirmation depending on the COVID-19 situation) 

 



GROUP REPORTS

3rd Caterham 
 

 
 
 
3rd Caterham was given a donation of 45 
Easter eggs for the Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts. Unfortunately, we had to curtail our 
meetings and we were unable to give them 
out. Not knowing when we would be back, 
on Easter Saturday we got in touch with 
East Surrey Hospital and in the afternoon 
we handed them over to Dawn, a matron at 
East Surrey Hospital, for the well-deserved 
staff. 
 

John Swanson, SL

5th and 12th Caterham 
 

 
Just before our everyday lives became 
extraordinary, the 5th and 12th Caterham 
Beavers came together for a film night 
sleepover at 12th Caterham's HQ. 
 
5th Caterham Beavers voted for a film night 
as part of UK Parliament Week 2019, so 
we extended this to a sleepover with a goal 
to achieve the photography activity badge. 
We set off on Saturday afternoon for a hike 
through Happy Valley, and while we were 
blessed with dry weather, the torrential rain 
in the run-up meant our hike began with 
some superb muddy puddles.  

The Beavers really enjoyed taking turns to 
take photographs of our beautiful natural 
surroundings and their fellow Beavers, with 
a picturesque snack stop on Farthing 
Downs. The evening was spent enjoying 
smores and roaring out some old favourite 
songs around the campfire, before heading 
inside to settle down with some popcorn 
and hot chocolate for the film.  
 

 
On Sunday morning the Beavers made 
colourful picture frames to create a fun 
keepsake of their photography hike. A big 
thank you to Neil at 12th for hosting us and 
another great night away! 

Audrey Dunne, BSL 5th Caterham 



4th Caterham
 
4th Caterham has been running online 
meetings for all three sections, which are 
being well received by the children and 
parents. So far, we have had a scavenger 
hunt, played pictionary and are going to 
attempt bingo this week!  
 
If you are feeling a bit nervous about taking 
this step, don’t be, there are lots of 
resources available out there to help you. 
Online Scout Manager has lots of ideas as 
does Easier Scouting and the Scout 
Association website. 
 
This month, our members have also taken 
part in #ScoutsClapforCarers, Hike to the 
moon, the District Sleep-in and the 
Promise renewal ceremony. Here are a 
few photos. 
 

Susan Dobson, AGSL 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Chaldon 
 

 

Chaldon Beavers started to meet online 
the week after face-to-face meetings 
stopped and have now settled in to a 
weekly 30-minute session. We also 
decided to carry on through the Easter 
break as there seemed no real reason to 
stop. 
 
Of course what we are able to do is limited, 
but the team meet together in a virtual 
meeting each week to come up with games 
and activities. We have played bingo, had 
a treasure hunt and the bean game, as well 
as learning about St George, Ramadan 
and of course Easter, with a very 
successful and competitive Easter hat 
competition. 
 
We continue to have between 70–95% 
attendance with a core of twelve that have 
attended every week. Feedback from the 
children is that they enjoy it and love being 
able to see their friends and feedback from 
parents has been very positive too. 
 

 
Lots of our Beavers joined Scouts across 
the country to wear their uniform and clap 
for the NHS and key workers on 23 April, 
attended the online St George’s Day 
promise renewal meeting and walked to 
the moon, well a mile or two anyway! 
 

 
 
We had a good take up for the District 
sleep-in event, with a mixture of camping in 
tents and indoor dens/tents. 
 
It seems with a little planning we have 
continued, maybe not as normal but as the 
new-normal, for now at least! I am grateful 
for the support of my assistant leader, 
young leader and DoE volunteer for their 
weekly commitment and contribution to the 
programme. 
 

Tim Evans, District Commissioner 
 
 
 
 



NEWSLETTER – JUNE 2020 EDITION DEADLINE 
 

Please submit your articles for the June edition to Susan Dobson at Editor@Caterham-
Scouts.org.uk by Wednesday 20 May. Photographs are welcomed, although we cannot 
guarantee to include everything. 
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Tel: 01883 340680, 07956 801008 Tel: 01883 342868 
  
Newsletter Editor Local Training Administrator 
Susan Dobson Pam Marshall-Jones 
E-mail: Editor@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk E-mail: Training@Caterham-Scouts.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


