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TIM’S BITS
September has certainly been a busy
month. Six AGMs in nine days, but a great
opportunity to hear what Groups have
been up to throughout the year and to meet
with everyone. I have certainly been
impressed by the continued enthusiasm
and passion for Scouting within the District.
Of course, as you will read elsewhere this
month is tinged with sadness as we come
to terms with the loss of a great friend to
Scouting within the District. David was an

inspirational man and will be missed by all
that knew him.
AGMs are a traditional time to make
presentations and I have been privileged to
make many over the past few weeks. I
would like to congratulate all recipients and
will make a mention of just one, Eleanor
Dobson received the Chief Scout’s
Platinum Award at 4th Caterham’s AGM.
This is a fairly rare award these days,
although I hope to promote the Platinum

and Diamond awards, so there should be
more to come.

Congratulations too to William Broadhead
of 11th Caterham and Jeanette Warren of
1st Whyteleafe, both of whom have been
awarded the Scout Association’s Award for
Merit in recognition of the outstanding
contribution they have made and continue
to make to Scouting. Well done both and
very well deserved.
Tim Evans, District Commissioner

GONE HOME
David Hodgson

It is with a heavy heart and extreme
sadness that I inform you of the sudden
and unexpected passing of David
Hodgson, District President for many years
and a true gentleman in every sense.
David was one of the kindest and most
generous men I have had the privilege to
know, and he will be deeply missed by all
that knew him.
My heart and sincere condolences go to his
wife and family at this very sad time.
Tim Evans, District Commissioner

ROVERDENE
Please note that ALL Groups and outside
organisations need to complete a
Roverdene campsite booking form. We, as
a District, need to collate numbers to see
how the site is going financially and to see
if we should adjust our fees or even charge
where we have not been before. Therefore,

when booking Roverdene, please make
sure that a form is completed and sent to
me either by dropping through my door or
by e mail, which I am very happy to receive.
Thank you!

Gwen Hoare, District Secretary and Roverdene Bookings
.

TANDRIDGE TOGETHER COMMUNITY FUND
Grants of up to £2,000 available to local
organisations
Tandridge District Council is inviting local
community and voluntary organisations to
apply for grants of up to £2,000 from the
Tandridge Together Community Fund. The
grants will be awarded in the new year to
local charities and voluntary groups that
demonstrate that the work they do
improves the health and wellbeing of
people living in the district.
The overall fund available to local
organisations is £20,000, made up of
money raised by people buying weekly
tickets for the Tandridge Together Lottery

and the Council’s Small Grants Fund.
Eligible organisations are invited to apply
for funding of up to £2,000 towards
initiatives that will directly benefit residents
in the district.
The application form is available at
http://www.tandridge.gov.uk/communityfu
nd and applications must be submitted by
Friday 22 November 2019. The grant
allocations will be decided by the
Tandridge Health and Wellbeing Board in
January 2020.
Peter Hoare, District Secretary
.

DISTRICT CUB CANAL WEEKEND
the leaders! Needless to say, the next night
they slept in and did not get up very early!
Saturday was a bright sunny day and we
left Braunston on the Grand Union Canal
heading towards Leamington. The Cubs
had to learn how to operate the locks
safely. They soon got the hang of it working
together as a team.

On a bright Friday evening, 16 Cubs and 6
adults from Caterham left for the canals.
We were met at the boats by Peter and
Wayne.
On arrival, and after being issued with their
buoyancy aids, the Cubs had a safety talk
and then went to bed. One of the boats was
up just after 5.00 am, much to the horror of

Sunday was also very sunny and bright. By
the time we got back to Braunston on
Sunday afternoon, between them, the
Cubs had operated 46 locks. Many of the
Cubs had also steered their way along the
canals and into and out of the locks.
Thank you to Wayne who helped as a
steersman from the London Narrowboat
Project, and to Peter who came from
Gloucester. Thank you also to the six
leaders from Caterham who gave the Cubs
a weekend of fun.
John Swanson, District Scout Leader

GROUP REPORTS
1st Caterham, Chaldon and
Woldingham

The Gatton Estate opens its doors to its
historic parkland (designed by Capability
Brown) several times a year, and it will be
nice to return and have a relaxing walk
around!
Thanks to Tim Evans and Andy Parr for
bringing their Beaver Colonies.
Rachel Starling, BL,1st Caterham
1st Warlingham

Three Beaver Colonies joined force
recently on a trip to Gatton Park for some
pond dipping. 20 excited Beavers from 1st
Caterham, Chaldon and Woldingham met
with their leaders and parents at the
landscaped garden for an evening of
underwater exploration!
Nets, trays and magnifying glasses at the
ready, we identified lots of creepy crawlies.
It’s amazing how many creatures are
lurking in the water – the ponds were
teaming with life!
Louise, Education Officer for Gatton Trust,
kindly led the trip and we learnt about the
weird and wonderful habits of the
creatures.
Despite parents’ anecdotes of their
children previously falling into ponds, all
the Beavers returned safely.

1st Warlingham has had a mural created to
celebrate Scouting success in the past
year.
It marks the first anniversary of 1st
Warlingham’s second Cub Pack, and was
created by local artist, John Lazenby.
Kyle Lyward, CL

4th Caterham

3rd Caterham

A few weeks ago at Scouts we had an
amazing time drumming with the North
Downs Drummers. This was all to go
towards our Creative Challenge badge.
To begin with, they told us all about the
group and what they do each week. Next
they played us one of their songs. It was
very noisy!

3rd Caterham (St John’s) Scout Group held
its AGM recently, during which four Chief
Scout’s Bronze Awards and three Chief
Scout’s Silver Awards were presented by
Tim. Well done to Jessica, Alec, Taylor,
Loius, Daniel, Aiden and Cameron.
Jonathan also received his Wood badge,
well done to him.

Soon after we had a go at doing Baa Baa
Black Sheep in groups. We all had a go at
playing it in turns. At first, we weren't very
good, but by the end we got much better!
We all really enjoyed the experience with
the North Downs drummers!
Lauren T, Scout, age 11
On Sunday 22 September we had 4th
Caterham’s fun day. It was fun and we
celebrated our 15th birthday. There were
fun activities such as badge and keyring
making, beat the goalie and mini golf. Over
100 people came. We had a picnic and
finished with cake, and tea and coffee.
Everyone had a fantastic time.
Piers W, Cub, age 10

The Scouts recently raised £548 for the
Daisy Garland Trust by cycling around
Kenley aerodrome. A big well done to
them. They had the presentation cheque to
show their achievement.
John Swanson, SL

DISTRICT DIARY 2019
New or changed items since the last newsletter are in bold. If there are any events you would
like more details of, please speak to Tim Evans. For training – Pam Marshall-Jones, for Young
Leader Training – Penny Stock.
October
1st
4-6th
7th
9th
11th

County Scout Leader meeting,
Walton Firs
Scout’s Canal Weekend
GSLs meeting, 8.00pm, URC
Module 3 Tools for the Role (7.3010.00pm)
Scout’s Wide Games, 7:009:00pm 12th Caterham HQ

November
4th
Module 11 Administration (7.3010.00pm)
th
11
Module 18 Practical Skills (7.3010.00pm)
16th
Module 10 First Aid (First
Response) (9.00am-3.30pm)
Module 13 Growing the Section
(9.15-1.45pm)
th
16
Chief Scout’s Gold Award
Presentation evening
25th
Module 19 International (7.3010.00pm)

NEWSLETTER – NOVEMBER 2019 EDITION DEADLINE
Please submit your articles for the November edition to Susan Dobson at Editor@CaterhamScouts.org.uk by Wednesday 23rd October. Photographs are welcomed, although we cannot
guarantee to include everything.
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