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ALAN ELDRIDGE
It is with deep sadness that I learned earlier
this month of the passing of Alan Eldridge,
long time warden of Roverdene. Alan’s
infectious laugh and positivity were an
inspiration, and he was often found
working or just walking around Roverdene,
a place he loved and one that he helped
make what it is today. Roverdene will not
seem the same without his presence, but
for many I am sure his presence will
continue to be felt as he really did become
part of the site in so many ways.
Alan touched the lives of many Scouts in
Caterham over the past 20+ years without
most of them even noticing him, as his role

was often to open the site and close it on
their departure.
I had the honour of presenting Alan with an
Award for Merit at last year’s District AGM
and it was typical of Alan’s retiring and nofuss attitude that it took considerable effort
to persuade him to come along to receive
it. I know he was grateful to be recognised
but he just didn’t want a fuss. This sums up
Alan perfectly. For those that would like to
pay their respects to Alan, his funeral is on
Thursday 11 April at 2.00pm. Gwen Hoare
will forward more details to GSLs when we
know them.
Tim Evans, District Commissioner

It is with much sadness that I announce the
death of Alan Eldridge. Alan lived in
Flocktons in Chaldon which, as many of
you know, backed onto Roverdene. He
took over the role of Roverdene warden in
2000 at the age of 73, and spent many
happy times opening and closing the site.
He talked to all those camping and really
enjoyed his role helping anyone involved
with the Scout Association and other
visitors.
Alan had many favourite times when he
would just walk up to take a look, but in
particular he enjoyed the bluebells in May,
which are an amazing site if you haven’t
seen them.

must have walked miles pushing the lawn
mower up and down the plain cutting the
grass. It’s such a pity that we have only just
managed to procure a ride-on mower.
Alan was a lovely person and a real
gentleman who died peacefully at home
after a few months in hospital. His son Paul
was with him at the end. He didn’t quite
make his 92nd birthday and I for one will
miss him greatly. I spent many a happy
hour talking to him over a variety of topics,
when I called in to discuss our visitors to
Roverdene. I hope he is now at peace.
Funeral arrangements will be sent out
when they are known.
Gwen Hoare, District Secretary

Not only did he open and close after
campers, but he also checked the site
regularly for lost property and rubbish. He

CHIEF SCOUT’S GOLD AWARD PRESENTATION EVENING
and Paul T from 1st Caterham; James D,
Freya L-C, Janni L-C, William O and Cara
W from 4th Caterham; Shibiram M from 11th
Caterham and James S from 1st
Whyteleafe.

On Saturday 16 March I had the pleasure
of attending the Chief Scout’s Gold Award
presentation evening in Spelthorne to see
my son and four of his friends from 4th
Caterham Scout Troop presented with their
Chief Scout’s Gold Award certificates.
Caterham District were well represented
with eleven Scouts receiving their awards.
Well done to Renee C, Trystan H, Laura N

Susan Dobson, 4th Caterham Scout
Leader

ROVERDENE CHALLENGE
Four groups of Caterham District Scouts
met at The Sportsman pub in Tadworth on
Friday 8 March. Even though the weather
wasn't great, we were all in high spirits to
reach our goal, despite almost getting lost
as soon as we left the pub! We had to look
for certain points along the route. This
helped us to keep on the right track on our
trek to Roverdene.

our pot noodles. We soon settled to bed,
although some of the younger Scouts still
seemed to have plenty of energy to be
noisy!
Overall the hike was really fun, except we
were really tired afterwards!
Cara W, 4th Caterham Scout

After a while, we all began to become a bit
tired, especially as we had been blown by
the wind and rain for the majority of the
walk! So, a stop for hot chocolate was well
needed! After warming up water on our
trangias, we drank our hot chocolate and
ate some snacks and quickly set off again.
As we were coming to the end of our
journey, we all began to recognise the
familiar path up to Roverdene and all
became excited. As it was about midnight,
we were told by our leaders to be quiet as
local residents were asleep!
When we arrived at Roverdene we were all
exhausted but had to tackle the task of
putting up our tents. After a long time we
managed to get them up and went to make

Well done to the team from 4th Caterham
who were this year’s winners.

COUNTY SCOUT ACTIVE SUPPORT UNIT
In 2018 a County Scout Active Support Unit (SASU) was established by
the County Commissioner to pray for Scouting in the county. The Unit
meets once a term to reflect, pray and meditate on Scouting activities in
Surrey. To date there have been two meetings of the unit, one in
Cobham and the other in Oxted. The attendance at both has been very
encouraging.
The next meeting will be in Caterham on Wednesday 24 April, 7.45pm for 8.00pm at the
United Reformed Church, Harestone Hill. Meetings and membership of the SASU are open
to everyone and you are invited to attend the meeting on 24 April.
David Marshall-Jones

INFORMATION FOR LEADERS
Don’t forget that the District continues to
pay for Unity's Personal Injury Plan on
Scouting activities (which is in addition to
the Headquarters cover). It also pays for
the Motion Picture Umbrella Licence that
covers copyright compliance for the legal
use of all broadcast television, streaming,
downloads and DVD/Blu-rays in Scouting

activities (sleepovers, etc.) as requested
by GSLs.
If you have any queries, please contact me.
Peter Hoare, District Treasurer

ROVERDENE WORKING PARTY
Now that the weather is beginning to get a
little warmer and drier, the first Roverdene
working party date has been set as 6 April
from 9.00am to lunchtime. The focus is to
continue with the foundations of the
covered area between the garages, so
sturdy gloves and a club hammer would be
useful.

me
on
01883
342868
gwenhoare15@gmail.com.

or

Tea, coffee, chocolate biscuits and bacon
butties, what more could you ask for?!
Look forward to seeing you there.
Gwen Hoare, District Secretary

If you are able to come, please let me
know, otherwise we might run out of bacon,
which would be a disaster. You can contact

GROUP REPORTS
1st Whyteleafe
On Thursday 28 February 2019, 1st
Whyteleafe Cubs visited Tandridge District
Council. There we were met by District
Councillors Geoffrey Duck and Dorinda
Cooper. We learnt lots of things about what
they do at the council, like making decisions
about where to build houses and emptying
bins. To be a councillor you must go through
some elections. Dorinda Cooper was
elected on 24 November 2016 and Geoffrey
Duck was elected on 3 May 2012. The
council chamber is formed of two circular
benches with lots of microphones, and the
chairman sits on a higher bench with the
vice-chairman. The visit inspired me and my
friends to try and be councillors when we are
older.
Fraser B, Cub, age 9

1st Caterham
Twenty excited 1st Caterham Cubs
gathered at Caterham Station. Rucksacks
at the ready, we boarded the train. After a
few songs waiting for the bus at St
Pancras, we had arrived at Regents Park
and met our hosts and insect keepers.

We were quickly introduced to the London
Zoo bug house, and where we would be
sleeping. It was alive with insects and the
locusts were particularity active, and very
close by! Our evening talk was all about
exceptional insects; and we were
introduced to them one by one. A huge
snail (bigger than an adult fist), the longest
ever stick insects (longer than an adult
hand) and an enormous big hairy bird
eating spider – very tarantulaesque! We
had to be very quiet so we didn't frighten
them!
We then went for a night walk in the zoo. It
was very exciting to hear the sights and
sounds of the night, including a nocturnal
species of owl, the porcupine, and we tried
to see the lions! The animals were
sensitive to torches so we had to keep only
our red torch light on. It all helped add to
the mystery!
We slept on the floor in the bug house and
then after a welcome breakfast in the zoo
restaurant had a guided tour before the zoo
opened to the public. We went into the
rainforest and really felt part of the jungle
experience with lots of different animals all
living together. We were then free to roam
around the zoo at our own pace. We made

a bee line for the lions and tigers, and we
were lucky enough to see them all. We
turned into the lion area and literally
jumped out of our skin when we found two
large female lions lying directly in from of
us! Thankfully, there was some protective
glass separating us! The sign in the tiger
enclosure warned us that the animals just
regard us as lumps of meat – so please
stay behind the protection!!

Our favourite animals included the fun
penguins, acrobating around their pool
where we got lots of fun underwater views.
The giraffes, which were so beautiful. The
wild hyenas, which run around as a pack,
and of course the fun meerkats. We
finished off the day with a visit to the reptile
house and it was great to see the coldblooded creatures, snakes, dragons and
crocodiles.
Exhausted, we had our lunch, bought
some fun animal souvenirs and then
retraced our steps back via St Pancras to
be met at Caterham Station. The Cubs had
a ball and so did the leaders! One Cub who
on the Friday night was a bit apprehensive
about the night walk, said on Saturday that
this was the best thing that had ever
happened to him, as none of his school
friends had done this! Oh, to have heard
him tell them on Monday morning!
Rachel Starling, ACSL

DISTRICT DIARY 2019
New or changed items since the last newsletter are in bold. If there are any events you would
like more details of please speak to Tim Evans or for training – Pam Marshall-Jones, or for Young
Leader Training – Penny Stock
April
2nd
6th
18-22nd
23rd
23rd
24th
28th
29th
29th

May
7th
10th
10-12th
15th
21

st

June
11th
14-16th
17th
18th
22nd
24th

25th
Module 3 Tools for the Role (7.3010.00pm)
Roverdene working party,
9.00am
Scout’s New Forest Camp
St George’s Day rehearsal,
GSLs meeting, 8:00pm URC
SASU prayer meeting, 7.45pm
URC
St George’s Day Parade
District SL’s meeting, 7:45pm 3rd
Caterham HQ
Module 9 Working with Adults
(7.30-10.00pm)

Module 14 Supporting Young
People (7.30-10.00pm)
Scout’s Wide Games, 7:009:00pm 12th Caterham HQ
County Scout Hike Challenge
Module 8 Skills of Leadership
(7.30-10.00pm)
Ongoing Safeguarding Training
(7.45-10.00pm)

July
1st
13th

Module 3 Tools for the Role (7.3010.00pm)
Chief Scout’s Gold Award
Presentation evening

September
13-15th
Cubs Canal Weekend
18th
Module 1 Essential Information
(7.30-10.00pm)
st
21
5th Caterham Model Show
st
21
Module 10 First Aid (First
Response) (9.00am-3.30pm)
rd
23
Module 15 Promoting Positive
Behaviour
30th
Ongoing Safety Training (7.3010.00pm)

October
1st
4-6th
7th
9th

Module 12A Delivering a Quality
Programme (7.30-10.00pm)
Pioneer 19
Module 1 Essential Information
(7.30-10.00pm)
County Scout Leader meeting,
Walton Firs
SCRAM
District AGM

Module 12B Programme Planning
(7.30-10.00pm)

11th

County Scout Leader meeting,
Walton Firs
Scout’s Canal Weekend
GSLs meeting, 8:00pm, URC
Module 3 Tools for the Role (7.3010.00pm)
Scout’s Wide Games, 7:009:00pm 12th Caterham HQ

November
4th
Module 11 Administration (7.3010.00pm)
th
11
Module 18 Practical Skills (7.3010.00pm)
16th
Chief Scout’s Gold Award
Presentation evening

16th

25th

Module 10 First Aid (First
Response) (9.00am-3.30pm)
Module 13 Growing the Section
(9.15-1.45pm)
Module 19 International (7.3010.00pm)

NEWSLETTER – MAY 2019 EDITION DEADLINE
Please submit your articles for the May edition to Susan Dobson at Editor@CaterhamScouts.org.uk by Wednesday 24th April. Photographs are welcomed, although we cannot
guarantee to include everything.
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